
vision. Murphy staff members are on duty at 7:50 

a.m. They remain on duty until 4:00 p.m. Any stu-

dents on campus before or after these times are not 

supervised unless they are specifically with a staff 

member in the building for tutorials, athletics or 

music practice, a club or organization, or discipli-

nary matters. Please work with us and do not bring 

your child to school until 7:50 a.m. Please arrange 

to have them picked up by 4:00 p.m. Consider car 

pools, neighborhood groups, etc. to assist with your 

transportation needs. If you have a question about 

student supervision before or after these times, con-

tact the staff member with whom your child is 

working. 

 We have had quite a few children come to 

school sick. Please make sure your child stays 

home if he or she has a fever or has flu-like symp-

toms. We are working here at school to minimize                                                                        

(Continued on page 3) 

Dear Murphy Families, 

We thank you for your continued coopera-

tion and support as we started our 2009-2010 

school year. We have had an excellent semester so 

far because staff, students, and parents work to-

gether. There are several very important things you 

need to know. 

We again are asking for your cooperation. 

Please help your child dress appropriately and fol-

low the school district dress code. If students make 

good choices before they come to school, they are 

able to be in all of their classes and not miss any 

instruction. It also means they will not need to call 

a parent and have you bring clothes to school, 

which interrupts your day as well. In addition, 

please encourage your child to leave expensive 

electronic devices at home. We can not be respon-

sible for lost items. Several parents and community 

members have asked about times of student super-

Presidentõs Pen   By Nancy Humphrey 
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Principalõs Post   By Ann Aston 

Dear Murphy Parents and Students, 

 Itôs hard to believe the first six weeks has 

already sped past us, and then some!  Iôd like to 

thank all of the parents who have volunteered to get 

the school year started with such success.  The 

PTA sent officers to summer training in Austin, 

staffed the Schedule Pick-Up days, sold school 

supplies and spirit wear, treated staff to a breakfast, 

helped students open stubborn lockers, staffed the 

book fair, published this newsletter, a student direc-

tory, and co-published eNews articles with the 

school, and pulled off a fabulously fun social! 

 Last year, in addition to our programs, the 

PTA was able to provide the school with the fol-

lowing wish list items: one-half cost of student 

agendas, a new trophy case, digital sign in cafete-

ria, 3 Elmo digital presenters, art clips, fine arts 

achievement plaques, athletic banners, track name-

plates and $2,100 in teacher grants. 

  This year we have plans which include par-

ent education programs, student grade-level and all

-school programs, socials, teacher grants for con-

tinuing education, talent show, multicultural event, 

Reflections contest, assistance in front office/

library/copy room, and more.  Youôll want to stay 

in touch, and if your childôs backpack is a ñblack 

holeò swallowing everything it comes in contact 

with, make sure to visit our website at http://

murphypta.org/ to see whatôs happening, as well as 

subscribe to eNews today to be informed! (Go to 

http://www.pisd.edu/enews.htm and click on ñsign 

up.ò) 

 I encourage you to get involved with your 

childôs school.  Joining the PTA is a great place to 

start. (Weôre a few members away from our goal--

your membership could be the one to help us reach 

it.)  Our mission is to be a voice for children, a re-

source for families and community, and to be an 

advocate for the education and well-being of every 

child.  If you havenôt joined, please doðand we 

heartily thank you if you have.  Your membership  

dues support our programs.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Nurseõs Notes 

Thank you to all those Murphy families who had 

their students immunized over the summer in ac-

cordance with state laws.  The vaccines protect 

your child from serious diseases.   

 There are new immunization laws that will 

affect current 6th graders for the fall of 2010 

(entering 7th grade).   Prior to the 2010-2011 

school year students must have: 

¶ a second chicken pox vaccine (varicella vac-

cine) unless they had the disease. 

¶ a meningitis vaccine . 

¶ a tetanus booster, one containing pertussis vac-

cine (whooping cough) if none has been given 

in the last 5 years. 

Please be prompt in getting these state mandated 

immunizations as this keeps your child up to date 

and helps prevent serious communicable diseases. 

 All medication must be in its original, 

properly labeled container with a written request by 

the parent/guardian.  Prescription medication must 

be labeled with the pharmacy label. 

 The school health services area of the par-

ent section on the Plano ISD website, 

www.pisd.edu, offers valuable information on im-

munizations, medicine at school, illnesses, commu-

nicable diseases, health screenings, current medical 

issues, and nurses health tips. 

 

Joan Boswell, R.N., B.S.N. 

School Nurse, Murphy Middle School 

Joan.Boswell@pisd.edu 

469-752-7009 
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Volunteering  
at 

Murphy Middle 
School:  

 
Visit these websites:  

V https://oea.pisd.edu/

volunteer/

EntryPointHomeAc-

tion.do 

V http://murphypta.org/

volunteers.html 

V Contact volun-

teers@murphypta.org  

V Then, respond enthusi-

astically to volunteer 

requests. 

To protect all students from contagious illness:  

your child must be fever free for 24 hours be-

fore returning to school.  Fever is defined as 

100.4 degrees or greater.  Encourage frequent 

hand washing, avoid touching eyes, nose or 

mouth, avoid close contact with people who 

are ill, cover the mouth and nose when cough-

ing or sneezing, and stay home when illness is 

present. 

Spirit wear is always available for your student.  
T-shirts, hoodies, cinch backpacks, even water bottles are available with the Murphy  Maverick logo.  
School spirit and gifts go together.  P.E. uniforms are available through the Murphy Mavs Shop, too.  

Take a look at the spirit wear website: http://www.murphymavsshop.com  

Check this out:  

Most MMS events can be 

found on the MMS PTA 

Calendar at http://

murphypta.org/

calendar.html 

mailto:Joan.Boswell@pisd.edu
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Continued from Page 1, Nancy Humphrey 
 Studies show that the more parents participate in 

schooling, in a sustained way, at every level -- in advo-

cacy, decision-making and oversight roles, as fund-raisers 

and boosters, as volunteers and paraprofessionals, and as 

home teachers -- the better for student achievement*.  We 

have many opportunities for involvement, even if you 

work full or part-time.  Feel free to contact me at presi-

dent@murphypta.org for more information. 
 

Nancy Humphrey 

Murphy Middle School PTA President 

*  

  
Williams, D.L. & Chavkin, N.F. (1989). Essential elements of strong parent involvement programs. Educa-

tional Leadership, 47, 18-20  
 

Invitation to be Healthy from Miller PTA 

Continued from Page 1, Ann Aston 

exposure by promoting good hand hygiene; effec-

tive coughing technique; supplying hand sanitizers for 

each classroom and heavily traveled areas such as the 

cafeteria and gym; and having all hard surfaces cleaned 

each evening by our custodial staff. Your effort to pro-

mote a healthy environment for all children at Murphy is 

very much appreciated. 

Just a reminder that we continue to try and share 

events, activities and information with you through vari-

ous ways: PTA newsletter, eNews [free service], Phone 

Master messages, flyers home, letters via US mail, mar-

quee, conferences, phone calls, and individual emails. The 

Murphy Middle School families and community are in-

credible assets to us. We thank you for your open commu-

nication and willingness to be a part of excellence in edu-

cation.  
 

Principal        Assistant Principal   Administrative Intern 

Ann Aston     Mike Pettie              Shurandia Holden 

Page 3  

 Miller Elementary PTA is committed to helping 

keep children, parents and the entire community of Miller 

Elementary healthy throughout the influenza season. That 

is why PTA is partnering with Flu Busters, a leading pro-

vider of on-site vaccinations, and Novartis Vaccines, to 

provide convenient access to affordable influenza vacci-

nations for all members of our community.  

 Vaccinations will be administered by qualified 

health professionals and each vaccination will cost $25.  

Medicare Part B will be accepted from those eligible. Par-

ticipants will also be able to receive additional tips on 

staying healthy during this influenza season.  Preregister 

today so the event will not be canceled!  Log on to https://

secure.flubusters.com/home.aspx 
 

Patty Staupe, RN 

Miller Elementary Nurse/PTA mom 

Patricia.Staupe@pisd.edu 

To help keep everyone healthy, Miller Elementary PTA 

will be hosting a vaccination clinic at Miller Elementary on 

Thursday, October 29th from 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.  for the 

whole community. Make your appointment today. 

Maverick Clean Campaign  

 Murphy Middle School PTA is continuing 

the Maverick Clean campaign of having bottles of 

hand sanitizers in classrooms and high traffic areas. 

With the cold and flu season arriving early this year, 

please consider donating a bottle of alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer to keep a supply available all flu sea-

son long. Bottles may be turned in at the school of-

fice.  

https://secure.flubusters.com/home.aspx
https://secure.flubusters.com/home.aspx
mailto:Patricia.staupe@pisd.edu


 Collect Box Tops for Education at home and 

bring them to the school office collection bin to help earn 

money for MMS. The labels can be found on all sorts of 

grocery items. When shopping online, link through 

www.boxtops4education.com/ and Murphy Middle 

school will receive a percentage of the sale.  

President  Nancy Humphrey 

VP  Programs  Becky Blasingame 

VP  Membership Melodie Smith 

VP Ways and Means Sue Carney 

VP Volunteers  Michelle Reddy 

Secretary  Kelly McBrayer 

Treasurer  Shannan McEowen 

Historian  Patty Stouffer 

Parliamentarian  Sharon Condon 

Communications Peggy Murphy 

Council Delegate Tonya Gosnell 

Hospitality  Laura Harrison 

Principal  Ann Aston 
 

Contact PTA Board members via email  

using position title@murphypta.org, i.e.  

programs@murphypta.org. 

 The MMS PTA Environmental Chairperson is 

still needed.  Help with Texas Recycles Day and work 

together with the MMS Environmental Club.  Please 

email Nancy Humphrey at president@murphypta.org or 

call (972) 644-6241.  Please consider this volunteer posi-

tion that is not time consuming, has a teacher liaison, and 

practices green every day. 

Help Wanted 

Collect those Box Tops! 

MMS PTA Executive Board 

Reflections Program 

Beauty isé 
 Does your student like to dance, make movies, 

write, create music, take pictures or create art? Then the 

PTA Reflections program is for them! Reflections is a 

National PTA program that promotes the arts.  Students 

must create works that reflect the 2009-2010 theme 

"Beauty is..." They can enter as many pieces and in as 

many categories as they wish. Entries will be collected in 

the office on October 30th. General information, require-

ments for each category as well as entry forms can be 

found on the Texas PTA website. Start encouraging your 

student to create today. Contact PTA Arts in Education 

Chair, Jill VanGordon at reflections@murphypta.org or 

visit http://www.txpta.org/programs/reflections/. See page 

13 for entry form. 

Programs 

 A ñhow toò on parenting teenager program will 

be presented Wednesday, November 18, 6:30 p.m., in the 

cafeteria. Look for more information at  http://

murphypta.org/ or contact Becky Blasingame at  pro-

grams@murphypta.org.  

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
mailto:president@murphypta.org
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